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M i dwest Generation A nnounces Mer cury Removal  
 Testi ng at Two I l l i nois Plants 

 
 
 
 
CHICAGO – Midwest Generation today announced it will conduct two field tests funded by the 

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) designed to help coal-fired power plants meet new federal 

standards for reducing mercury emissions. 

 

Midwest Generation's Crawford Station in Chicago and its Will County Station in Romeoville 

have been selected by DOE for the large-scale research and development field tests.  The tests are 

among just six projects selected nationwide for the latest round of mercury removal testing that 

will be overseen by DOE's National Energy Technology Laboratory. 

 

The new rules announced by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on March 15 are the first-

ever government standards regulating emissions of mercury from coal-fired power plants. The 

government’s goal is to cut mercury emissions 70 percent nationwide by 2018.  
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“Mercury removal technologies and processes are still being developed to help power producers 

meet the new regulations, and this project puts Midwest Generation at the forefront of 

developing those technologies," said Guy Gorney, vice president of coal generation for Midwest 

Generation’s parent, the Edison Mission Group. “Midwest Generation already has invested 

aggressively in its plants to reduce nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide and particulate emissions.  We 

also intend to be part of the solution for addressing mercury." 

 

The test project will evaluate technologies designed to reduce mercury emissions in the flue gas of 

the combustion process.  Special additives injected in the flue gas will capture the mercury and 

then remove it with existing equipment used to control particulate emissions. 

 

Midwest Generation will partner with Sorbent Technologies of Twinsburg, Ohio, to engineer and 

conduct the mercury removal tests, now in the planning stages and expected to be conducted late 

this fall or early in 2006. Sorbent Technologies is an industry leader in developing and testing cost-

effective mercury removal technologies. Sorbent also is partnering on another project being 

supported by DOE in North Carolina. 

 

City of Chicago Department of Environment Commissioner Marcia Jimenez said mercury 

reductions are among the City’s top environmental policy goals. 

 

“The City is pleased to see a Chicago site selected for this project, one that addresses the problem 

of mercury emissions,” Jimenez said. “And we look for continued progress in improving the 

environmental impacts of the plants.” 

 

Midwest Generation’s initiative to significantly reduce coal dust from barge shipments of coal to 

the Crawford and Fisk stations in Chicago and from a coal storage pile at Crawford is also 

moving ahead. 
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The coal dust mitigation program – the first of its kind employed by a power generator – reduces 

blowing coal dust by applying a crusting agent to seal all coal going onto barges destined for the  

Chicago power plants. The process, in use for more than three months, has reduced coal blowing 

off the barges or coal pile by 85 percent. The sealant is supplied by Benetech Inc., based in 

Montgomery, Illinois, near Aurora. 

 

Gorney said the new environmental initiatives are in keeping with the company’s commitment to 

environmental responsibility. Since acquiring the Fisk and Crawford stations from ComEd in 

1999, the independent power producer has invested more than $60 million to reduce emissions 

and make other environmental and safety improvements at the stations, he noted. 

 

"The actions we are announcing today further demonstrate our commitment to improving air 

quality in our hometown and surrounding area,” said Gorney. Midwest Generation will spend at 

least $650,000 on the coal-dust mitigation and mercury removal test projects over the next two 

years, he said. 

 

Based in Chicago, Midwest Generation is part of the Edison Mission Group, which in turn is part 

of the Edison International family of companies headquartered in Rosemead, California. Midwest 

Generation is primarily in business to generate electricity to sell wholesale on the open market, 

and currently operates six major power plants in Illinois and supervises the operation of an 

Edison Mission Group plant in western Pennsylvania. 
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